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What is IAQ Tools for Schools? 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) first developed the Indoor Air Quality Tools for 
Schools (IAQ TfS) Kit in 1995 to offer schools low cost, practical step-by-step approaches to identify, 
resolve, and prevent common IAQ problems. EPA has since developed several resources to 
supplement the IAQ TfS Program to help schools enhance their IAQ management programs.  

 
The IAQ TfS Awards Program 
EPA established the IAQ TfS Awards Program in 2000 to recognize schools and school districts that are implementing 
comprehensive, sustainable IAQ management plans. Eligible schools are those that have demonstrated a strong 
commitment to improve children’s health and IAQ and to promote good IAQ in schools within and outside of the school.  
EPA presented the first IAQ TfS awards to 10 school districts at the 2000 IAQ TfS Symposium, and has since presented 
awards to more than 100 schools and districts in recognition of their dedication and successes to improve IAQ and related 
health problems. 
 

What Awards Does EPA Offer? 
There are three awards for which schools and school district may apply: 
 
The IAQ TfS Great Start Award is for schools and school districts that are 
in the initial stages of implementing the IAQ TfS Program. To qualify, 
schools must at least establish an IAQ team or designate an IAQ Coordinator 
and submit a signed “Letter of Intent” agreeing to participate in the IAQ TfS 
Program. Great Start Awards are presented throughout the year.  
      
The IAQ TfS Leadership Award is for schools and school districts that 
have shown significant progress in implementing an IAQ management 
program. To qualify, schools must at least meet the criteria for the Great Start 
Award and complete IAQ walkthroughs and checklists for each school in the 
district that has agreed to participate in the IAQ program, identified and 
prioritized any IAQ repairs and upgrades, and developed a written IAQ 
Management Plan.These awards are presented throughout the year. 
 
The IAQ TfS Excellence Award is EPA’s most prestigious IAQ award, presented only to schools and school districts 
with exemplary IAQ programs and that have shown exceptional commitment to good IAQ in schools. Recipients of the 
Excellence Awards are selected through a highly competitive process. Applications are judged on demonstrated 
communications and outreach efforts (to school occupants, parents, community, and others), top-level commitment and 
support, and a comprehensive, sustainable IAQ program consistent with IAQ TfS. These awards are presented to the 
selected schools once a year at EPA’s IAQ TfS National Symposium. 
 

How to apply… 
Visit http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/iaqtfsawards.html for award applications, instructions, and summaries of past award 
winners. Schools interested in applying for IAQ TfS awards should download and complete the appropriate application, 
making sure to include a signed “Letter of Intent” and any corresponding samples, pictures, handouts, or other supporting 
materials. Applications for the Great Start and Leadership awards are accepted year round. The deadline for submitting an 
application for the 2005 Excellence Award is October 21, 2005. For questions, please contact Jennifer Lemon at (202) 
343-9608 or lemon.jennifer@epa.gov. 

 
Together we can create a healthier learning environment for our children! 

Representatives from the Rapid City Area School 
District 51-4, Rapid City, SD, a recipient of a 2004 
Excellence Award, with Jeff Holmstead, Assistant 
Administrator for EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation, 
at the 2004 Awards Ceremony 


